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material—burst through on a weakly held sector, and roll up the whole line with a great outflanking movement? One answer is that the Italian terrain did not help the "swanning tank column," but was a great advantage to a mobile defence in depth which made plentiful use of mines and the self-propelled gun.
Methods of reducing a mountain-bastion also seemed, in essence, perfectly simple. Either you went for it bald-headed, in an expensive frontal attack which often produced no particular result except a long casualty list, or you encircled it with two prongs which eventually met round the back and caused the position to fall into your hands by encirclement. In Italy, the third possibility of trying to reduce a position by wiping it off the map with an air attack was tried at Cassino, and, as Air Marshal Sir Arthur Coningham has frankly admitted, failed conspicuously.
At risk of being sententious, I must say that the difficulty lies not in choosing a method of attack but in the execution of it. Military genius is an infinite capacity for making gains. Though every commander is limited by the men and material at his disposal, failure is a crime. Wavell declares that the first essential in a good general is robustness and a capacity to withstand the shocks of war.
If war evolves along present lines it may be that some future date will see global issues settled between opposing generals or their chosen champions. This would be much more satisfactory to everybody, with the exception of the defeated person. I argue it this way. In Italy the proportion of combatant troops to line-of-communication troops was about one in five. It has also been calculated that it takes twelve civilian workers to keep one front-line soldier going.
At any given moment the number of troops in actual contact with the enemy, including gunners, was extremely small—I have heard the figure of one in fifty mentioned, though obviously it varied. Now to carry the reasoning a little farther, into the hideous era of atomic war and long-range weapons with wide-spreading blast, it will be excessively difficult for armies to have any direct physical contact at all.the talk svas slightly uiorr rary, am that there were no women. We sipped our tr-a driuureh our cake and then when we felt we bad reached that er moment when you begin to outstay your \vi lemnc we our "Thank yous" and departed.erformers.   Our two artists were, I believe, the
